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Bode III.

J^f:        ORDER XXIII.   ORES OF COLUMBIUM,

As only a single specimen of the mineral from which
colutnbium was extracted is at present known, there
are, properly speaking, no ores of this metal; though
it is very likely that they will be met with in North
America.

GENUS I,   OXIDES.
Sp. 1.     Columlite*

The only known specimen of this mineral is deposi-
ted in the British Museum. It is massive. Colour
deep brownish black ; internally iron grey. Lustre 3,
glassy, passing into the metallic. Longitudinal frac-
ture foliated ; transverse fine-grained uneven* Not
very hard. Brittle. Opaque. Streak chocolate brown.
Specific gravity 5*91S. Does not afreet the magnetic
needle. Composed of 78 columbic oxide
21 oxide of iron
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Kielman has, more than a year ago, announced the
discovery of columbite in Switzerland by Meyer * ;
but no precise account of this ore has yet reached this
country. Ekeberg, from a set of experiments, which
he says he made on purpose, has been led to suspect
that columbite may be a variety of wolfram ; but both
the characters of the mineral, and the result of Hatchett's
analysis, are against this conclusion f.
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